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A vision of an Australia free from heart disease 

The Heart Foundation is a charity dedicated to fighting the single biggest killer of Australians – heart disease. The generosity of 

everyday Australians is vital to fund our life-changing work. Donations make up 82% of our total funding.  

Our work is purpose-driven, focused on stopping Australia’s number one killer: heart disease which claims 76 lives every day. For 

60 years, we’ve led the fight to save hearts and improve the heart health of all Australians.  

Together with the community, we have made significant inroads in reducing the burden from heart disease. In the 1960’s, one in 

three people died from heart disease. Our work over the years has seen the rate of heart disease fall by more than 80%.  

However, our work is far from done. Like it was in the 1960s, heart disease remains the leading cause of death. Even today, there 

are more than 630,000 people living with heart disease, and more than 1.4 million at high risk of having a heart attack in the next 

five years.   

To continue the fight, we are: 

• Reducing the prevalence and impact of risk factors for heart disease by: 

- getting more Australians to know how to reduce their risks of heart disease 

helping Australians improve their eating patterns 

- getting more Australians active, more often, through our Walking program 

- promoting action that will lead to a tobacco-free Australia 

- raising awareness about the warning signs of a heart attack 

• Improving the health outcomes for those living with heart disease with: 

- evidence-based guidelines and resources for health professionals and patients 

- our support program that helps people living with heart disease (including their families, carers and health 

professionals) manage their condition and to improve their quality of life and years of healthy life 

• funding the highest impact research in heart disease that that reduces the risk and impact of heart disease and improves 

outcomes for people living with heart disease 

Our promise to all Australians is we will continue to lead the fight against heart disease in Australia and strive to improve heart 

health for all. More than ever, we remain committed to achieving our vision for an Australia free from heart disease. 

 
Please read in conjunction with the How to Apply document before 

applying
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Research Program Contact 

Email: research@heartfoundation.org.au 

Phone: (03) 9321 1581 

 

How to apply  

All applications must be submitted through the Heart 

Foundation’s Researcher Portal. This link will be accessible 

through the Heart Foundation website, along with further 

award details: 

https://portal.heartfoundation.org.au/ 

 

Please note, you should direct all eligibility and application 

content enquiries to the research office of your institution. 

 

Administering Institution 

The research supported by the Heart Foundation award 

must be administered by an NHMRC Administering 

Institution.  

The Administering Institution (or its affiliate) shall provide the 

facilities and services necessary for the efficient conduct of 

research during the term of the award. 

The Heart Foundation requires that all Administering 

Institutes will have appropriate policies and procedures in 

place to deal with any allegations of research misconduct 

that may arise. 

An application must be endorsed by the Administering 

Institution’s Research Office, before it is regarded by the 

Heart Foundation as submitted. The Heart Foundation 

funding process only recognises NHMRC Administering 

Institutions. 

The Heart Foundation does not restrict applications 

quantities per institute. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant and the Research 

Administration Officer (RAO) to ensure that the application 

is complete and accurate. 

Applications must be endorsed by the Research Office of the 

Administering Institution and submitted online by 5.00pm 

(AEST) on the due date. Applications that are late, or do not 

adhere to the instructions will not be considered further.  

 

Funding from the tobacco industry  

The individuals, research groups or research institutions 

associated with a Heart Foundation grant or award shall not 

accept any money by way of research grants, consultancies 

or sponsorships from the tobacco industry or persons 

connected with the tobacco industry. This includes direct 

funding, as well as advertising, sponsorship, gifts or loan of 

goods or services, or funding by any other means.  

Purpose of Grant 

The accurate prediction of an individual’s risk of developing 

CVD, having a CVD event or predicting subsequent events 

is a considerable gap in cardiovascular risk assessment. 

Even with new biomarkers and diagnostic tools, gaps 

remain. Advances in screening/risk prediction those at risk 

would allow targeting resources at the true high-risk 

individuals and adherence therapies (along with minimising 

overtreatment of false positives).  

Predictive modelling may include, but is not limited to: 

• Identifying approach life stage for intervention – 

optimal age for intervention  

• Identifying high risk individuals early in life  

• Preventing sudden cardiac death in the young 

• Developing models that mimic genetic heart disease 

• Screening for structural heart disease and vascular 

disease  

• Prediction of dementia after stroke 

• Predicting heart attack (and other heart events) 

through artificial intelligence   

 

Eligibility Criteria and Conditions 

• For the purpose of this funding program the applicant 

is considered as Chief Investigator A (CIA).  

• The applicant (CIA) should have a significant track 

record with a demonstrated ability to conduct the 

project and recruit national and/or international 

collaborators with the ability to attract further funding 

for the project. Significant track record could include 

evidence of high impact in their field of research, 

international recognition for their work, grant success 

and other awards. 

• The applicant (CIA) may only submit one Predictive 

modelling grant application however can be named as 

an Investigator on a different submission. 

• Other named Investigators are permissible and will 

contribute to the evaluation of track record and project 

feasibility.  

• Up to 10 Investigators can be named on an application 

including the applicant (CIA) 

• The applicant (CIA) must be an Australian or an 

Australian permanent resident. 

• The applicant (CIA) must be from an NHMRC 

administering institution. Other named Investigators 

may be from other research organisations. 

• The applicant (CIA) will take intellectual leadership of 

the project and manage the research and will be the 

contact person for Heart Foundation correspondence. 

All other named Investigators are responsible for 

ensuring that the successful project is undertaken and 

completed in the manner specified. 

• The funding may be used to expand an existing 

research project or collaboration but should be 

mailto:research@heartfoundation.org.au
https://portal.heartfoundation.org.au/
https://portal.heartfoundation.org.au/
https://nhmrc.gov.au/funding/manage-your-funding/nhmrcs-administering-institutions
https://nhmrc.gov.au/funding/manage-your-funding/nhmrcs-administering-institutions
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identifiable as a Heart Foundation Research Program 

and/or NHMRC/ARC project. 

• All government, non-government and private 

organisations providing funding to the grant shall be 

listed in the application, along with a confirmation of the 

level of cash and/or in-kind commitment to support the 

grant. 

• The Heart Foundation reserves the right to fund none 

or multiple applications. 

• It is expected that applicants will be notified of 

outcomes of the Predictive modelling Grant in March 

2021. 

• The start date must be within three months of the Grant 

being awarded. 

 

Award value 

• The Predictive modelling grant is valued at $1 million. 

• The duration of funding will be for three years. 

• Up to two projects may receive funding in this category. 

• The applicant will be asked to indicate their ability to 

leverage further funding for the project and whether 

this has been confirmed.  

• Funding will be distributed quarterly for the duration of 

the Grant and the applicant will be asked to submit a 

budget within their application.  

• The funds may be used to support direct costs of 

research, including a salary or salaries for the project 

to be conducted, for consumables or for any other 

project related expenses. 

• Funds may not be used to support salary for the Chief 

Investigators, as stipend for a PhD student or to cover 

overheads. 

 

Administering Institutions will be required to submit a tax 

invoice (in accordance with the GST Act) to the Heart 

Foundation. The Heart Foundation operates on a calendar 

year basis and funds not invoiced within the calendar year 

will not be available after 31 December of that year, unless 

under special circumstances and approval is obtained in 

advance from the Research Program. 

 

The commencement date of the grant for payment purposes 

is the date on which work is commenced at the institution as 

specified in the funding agreement. 

 

Length of Grants 

All Strategic Grants are tenable for up to three years. 

Applicants should be aware that the ability to realistically 

complete the project described in the application within the 

time frame selected, is one of the assessment criteria 

considered by the assessors for this award. 

The duration of funding will be for up to three years. It is 

expected that justification of the timeline will be expressed 

within the application Key Project Milestones and Research 

Plan. 

 

The Heart Foundation may vary the conditions under which 

the award is made by granting prospective or retrospective 

awards. 

 

Application assessment 

Only eligible and complete applications submitted via the 

Heart Foundation Portal, will proceed to peer review.  

The assessment process is conducted by two committees. 

In Stage One, a peer review is conducted by an independent 

Peer Review Committee made up of eminent cardiovascular 

researchers with broad research experience in areas 

including biomedical, clinical, public health and health 

services research. 

In Stage Two, the peer review committee is joined by a 

Consumer Review Panel consisting of three-five consumers 

ranging from a variety of consumer groups including but not 

limited to:  

• Consumer representatives  

• Consumer organisations  

• Patients  

• Carers  

• Family members  

• General community 

 

Stage One: Letter of Intent Submission 

Over an approximate seven-week period, each committee 

member will assess EVERY application and provide a score 

for the following criteria: 

• How likely the it is that the research project will lead to 

significant new knowledge in the gap area - 20% 

weighting 

• The quality and feasibility of the research project 

(incorporating quality of the proposed project budget 

and potential impact of the research) - 40% weighting 

• The multidisciplinary and multi-institutional 

partnerships and collaboration within the project 

(incorporating an assessment of track record of all 

investigators) - 30% weighting 

• The ability to leverage additional funding for the 

program - 10% weighting 

• Is this a fundable project? Yes/No 

It is expected that only the top 30% or a minimum of 10 

applications will proceed to the next stage of assessment. 

Unsuccessful applicants at this stage will receive a short, 

written report. 

Those successful in Stage One, will be invited to submit a 

full application via the Heart Foundation Portal. They will 

have approximately nine weeks to complete this application. 

They will also receive a Consumer Engagement Guide 

which will assist in preparing them for the consumer 

components required for Stage Two. 
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Stage Two: Detailed review of full application  

The complete applications will be sent to the peer review 

committee, where over an approximate fourteen-week 

period (inclusive of the Christmas period), each committee 

member will assess EVERY application and provide a score 

for the following criteria: 

• Potential to lead to widespread improvements in the 

gap-related health practices, policy and knowledge - 

40% weighting 

• quality of the research proposal - incorporating an 

assessment of scientific merit, budget, partnerships 

and collaboration within the project plan - 60% 

weighting 

The complete applications will be sent to the Consumer 

Review Panel, where each panel member will assess 

EVERY application and provide a score for the following 

criteria: 

• Potential for application of findings (how the team plans 

to apply research in the real world i.e. translation into 

policy and practice) – 40% weighting 

• Equity of research (inclusion of groups from different 

socio-economic and demographic populations, 

especially the addressing of under-studied or 

underserved population and/or a population with a high 

burden of disease or poorer outcomes) – 40% 

weighting 

• Consumer Involvement during the development of the 

research proposal and ongoing involvement over the 

course of the research – 20% weighting 

The consumer ranking contributes to 30% of the final score, 

with the peer review ranking contributing the remaining 70%. 

The Committees funding recommendations are endorsed 

and approved by the Heart Foundation’s Research 

Committee and Research Strategy Committee. 

Unsuccessful applicants at this stage will receive a short, 

written report. 

Notifications are expected to be announced early March 

2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Successful Applicants  

Payment of Award 

• Payments will be made quarterly over the period of 

three years. 

• Administering institutions must submit a tax invoice (in 

accordance with the GST Act) to the Heart Foundation 

for payment to be made.  

• The Heart Foundation operates on a calendar year 

basis and funds not invoiced for within the calendar 

year will not be available after 31 December of that 

year. 

 

Funding Agreements  

All applicants and administering institutions will be required 

to sign the Heart Foundation funding agreement. Failure to 

do so will preclude eligibility for the award. 

The funding agreement includes reporting requirements and 

stipulations of the award (including changes). It is important 

that administering institutions and awardees are familiar with 

the funding agreement.  

The funding agreement will be prepared by the Heart 

Foundation and its content is not open to negotiation. 

 

Contract Variations 

Successful applicants must immediately inform the Heart 

Foundation Research Program office of any changes in 

partnership arrangements and any other information 

provided in the application, including change of employment, 

alteration to project, the withdrawal or addition of partners, 

and any changes in the contributions from other partners.  

Changes must be reported to the Heart Foundation 

Research Program office by email (see page one for contact 

details). The Research Program retains the right to review 

the grant in light of these changes. Pending this review, the 

Heart Foundation reserves the right to terminate the grant 

should this be deemed appropriate. 

 

Ethics and other clearance requirements 

All ethics approvals and clearances necessary to complete 

the research outlined in the application must be received by 

Administering Institute before funding will be released. The 

Heart Foundation Research Program will be conducting 

random ethic audits throughout each calendar year. 
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Awardee Obligations  

• Submission of progress reports and financial acquittals 

in accordance with funding agreement compliance 

• Make the results of their research available through the 

usual scientific channels 

• Contact the Research Program in advance of 

publications going to press or conference 

presentations occurring (where possible) and send 

through published papers 

• Acknowledge the Heart Foundation in publications and 

presentations 

• Automatic membership to the Heart Foundation Alumni 

Program 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conduct of research and clearance 

requirements 

Safeguarding the rights and welfare of human subjects 

involved in research and maintaining high standards for the 

humane treatment and welfare of animals used during the 

tenure of a Heart Foundation award is the responsibility of 

the awardee and of the institution in which the award is 

tenable. 

Research funded by the Heart Foundation shall be 

conducted in accordance with the Australian Code for the 

Responsible Conduct of Research (2007). 

Ethics clearances required for the award, as outlined in the 

funding application, must be obtained and maintained for the 

duration of the Project and copies of these clearances shall 

be provided to the Heart Foundation within 30 days of 

approval, or as requested.  

Individuals, investigators or research institutions associated 

with Heart Foundation awards shall abide by the current 

NHMRC Guidelines issued pursuant to Section 95 of the 

Privacy Act 1988. 

 

Confidentiality and Commercial-in-

Confidence  

All applications will be treated confidentially and will only be 

viewed by assessors, the review committees, and Heart 

Foundation Research Program staff. 

The Heart Foundation acknowledges that some applications 

may have commercial outcomes and that in some instances 

commercially sensitive information may not be included in a 

funding application to protect the Intellectual Property (IP) of 

the project.  However, applications must include sufficient 

information pertaining to the scientific rationale and 

principles underpinning the research for it to be vigorously 

peer-reviewed and assessed.  

As all applications are kept Commercial-In-Confidence, and 

the Heart Foundation adheres to the Australian Code for the 

Responsible Conduct of Research, which protects any IP in 

the application, the provision of sufficient detail for peer 

review will not jeopardise their commercialisation potential. 

 


